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Public  Health  Department, 
21,  Bolton  Old  Road, 
ATHERTON. 

August,  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  Atherton. 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
district  for  1943* 

I appreciate  your  continued  help  and  consideration,  and 
my  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their 
efficient  work. 

Vital  Statistics  show  that,  due  mainly  to  influenza, 
the  deaths  are  higher  than  in  the  previous  year;  and  one  can  also 
sense  in  other  directions  a disquieting,  even  if  temporary,  increase 
in  mental  and  physical  fatigue. 

The  various  features  are  set  out  below. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  PATTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AREA  of  the  District  - 2,265  acres. 

POPULATION  at  census  1931  - 19 >9&9 • Estimated  population  in 
middle  of  1943  - 19,250 

NUMBER  OP  INHABITED  HOUSES  at  end  of  year  - 5,878 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M.  E. 


1 Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 


340  187  153 

12  5 7 Birth-rate  per  1,000) 

estimated  population) 

352  192  160  mid-1943  ) 18.2 


Still  Births  21  1 2 9 Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  & still)  births  56 . 3 

deaths  247  132  115  Death-rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population  12.8 

Deaths  from  -puerperal  causes 


Deaths 

Death-rate 

per  1 

,000 

total  (live  & 

still , 

l births 

Puerperal  & post  abortive  sepsis 

nil 

nil 

Other  maternal  causes 

nil 

nil 

Total 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  74 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  70 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  166 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  28 

" " Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  5 

" " " Non- pulmonary  3 

[[  " Measles 

" Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  *2 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  2 
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Populati  >n  for  Birth  rate  and.  Death  rate 


19,  250 


Per  1,000  of  estimated,  population 


: Live 

ibirthrate 

Crude 

deathrate 

Deathrate  from 
tuberculosis 
of  respiratory 
system 

Deathrate^  Rate  of 
from  j deaths  und- 

Cancer  j er  one  year 
! per  1 , 000 
j live  births 

Mean  of  5 yrs  i 

1938  - 1942  i 

15.26 

11 .40 

0.40 

1.45 

I 54 

1942  | 

16.50 

10.30 

0.30 

1.37 

! 74 

1943 

18.20 

12.80 

0.41 

1.45 

74 

Increase  or  del 

crease  in  1943 . 

2.94 

1.40 

0.01 

0.00 

20 

on  p yrs  average 

1933  - 19^2  ; 

Previous  year  j 

1.70 

2.50 

0.11 

0.08 

0.00 

England  & Wales 

16. 50 

12.10 

49 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


Mean  of  5 years  1938  - 1942 
1942 


Per  1,000  live 
births 

4.63 

3.12 


Per  1,000  total  (live 
& still)  births 

4.39 

2,92 


1943 


nil 


nil 


Increase  or  decrease  in  1943 
on  5 yr s ! average 
1933  - 1942 

Previous  year 


4.63 

3.12 


4.39 

2.92 


England  & Wales 


2.29 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  district  is  favoured  with  one  of  the  best  supplies 
in  the  country,  quantity  and  quality  alike  well  maintained. 


MILK 

In  the  first  two  months  of-  the  year  stale  and  dirty 
milk  found  its  way  in  considerable  amount  to  the  districts  round 
Manchester.  Some  enquiries  were  set  on  foot  on  the  initiative  of 
Urmston  Urban  District,  and  it  was  ascertained • that  contamination 
occurred  after  the  milk  had  left  the  Pasteurising  plants  owing  to 
lack  of  cleanliness  of  churns  and  shortage  of  labour  in  an  adjoining 
county . 

Great  care  is  necessary  in  dealing  with  this  valuable 
food,  as  it  may  fall  below  standard  for  other  reasons  connected  with 
the  nutriment  of  soil  and  animals,  and  the  results  will  be  seen  in 
anaemic  schoolchildren  etc. 

Erequent  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  on  the  rare  occasions  that  specimens  are  found  to 
contain  the  tubercle  bacillus,  the  necessary  information  is 
immediately  forwarded  to  the  County  Council  for  appropriate  action. 

It  seems  still  too  easy  to  sell  and  re-sell  infected 
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FOOD  AND  NUTRITION 


Inspection  of  other  foods  has  claimed  attention. 

Nutrition  is  a more  subtle  and  comprehensive  matter  than  the 
provision  of  suitable  foods  - important  as  that  is  - and  comprises 
adequate  rest  and  sleep,  fresh  air,  appropriate  exercise,  and  freedom 
from  "dull  care". 

The  combined  Food  Board  has  reported  that  over  the  country 
as  a whole  diet  has  been  "just  sufficient"  - which  implies  that  some 
areas,  our  own  amongst  the  number,  have  gone,  short  at  times  of  some 
essentials,  by  contrast  with  certain  other  areas  which  have  had 
enough  and  to  spare.  Animal  protein  has  been  in  short  supply,  and 
there  has  been  considerable  waste  and  maldistribution  of  fish,  one 
of  its  most  inexpensive  sources,  from  the  time  it  has  left  the  hands 
of  the  fishermen  who  risk  life  and  limb  to  fetch  it. 

In  regard  to  bread,  whilst  maize  and  soya  do  not  always 
suit  the  delicate  digestion,  the  growing  and  import  of  sufficient 
wheat  under  the  prevailing  conditions  have  constituted  a marvellous 
achievement . 


Although  the  population  as  a whole  is  stated  to  be  better 
fed  than  at  any  time  since  the  Industrial  Revolution,  it  is  noted 
by  Sir  John  Orr  that  the  recent  arrangements  press  more  heavily  on 
those  aged  and  single  people  who  are  unable  to  take  advantage  of 
hotels,  British  Restaurants  and  canteens  - many  of  the  last-named 
needing  further  extension  and  improvement. 

Increased  fatigue  and  diminished  resistance  to  minor 
infections,  even  in  the  height  of  summer,  can  be  explained  in  other 
ways,  but  one  cannot  overlook  the  scarcity  of  eggs,  fruit,  and  other 
protective  elements,  which  should  be  remedied  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 

FIRST  AID  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Apart  from  the  mining  industry,  only  a fraction  of  the 
population  is  trained  to  meet  emergencies,  and  those  who  labour  to 
become  efficient  deserve  high  praise  and  every  encouragement . With 
the  longer  time  at  school  it  is  expected  that  these  subjects,  as 
also  housecraft ,.  will  be  compulsory  for  all  senior  students. 

The  weakness  of  Home  Nursing  in  Atherton  is  concealed 
by  the  extensive  ambulance  and  hospital  facilities,  which  serve  also 
to  relieve  the  only  District  Nurse  , who  could  not  otherwise  cope 
with  the  amount  of  sick  nursing  required  in  a community  of  this 
description.  During  1943  the  ambulances  conveyed  1,436  sitting  cases 

and  46l  stretcher  cases. 

Even  so  the  hospitals  - mainly  voluntary  in  this  area  - 
are  strained  to  capacity,  and  whilst  their  out-patient  overcrowding 
may  be  eased  by  the  future  development  of  health  centres,  the  delay 
in  admission  of  less  urgent  cases  can  only  be  avoided  by  considerable 
extensions  and  new  building  after  the  war. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  figure  for  1943  is  still  a blot  on  the  landscape,  but 
it  is  inflated  by  the  circumstance  that  December  was  the  unhealthy 
month  last  winter  and  January  the  one  before.  The  next  figure  (for 
1944)  looks  like  being  well  below  the  average  for  the  country. 

Recently  the  Scottish  Health  Department  has  suggested 
reforms  on  these  lines:- 

(a)  better  training  of  doctors  and  nurses; 

(bj  instruction  in  mothercraft ; 

( cj  improved  maternity  hospitals  and  home  helps; 

( d)  economic  betterment,  including  more  leisure  for  those 
mothers  who  can  breast  feed  their  children,  with  less 
recourse  to  artificial  foods. 
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INFECTIOUS  SI SEASE 


Influenza  of  the  more  severe  or  A type  was  epidemic  in 
December  and  carried  off  a number  of  adults  especially  in  the  later 
age -groups . 

Whooping,  Co.ugh  - 2 infant  deaths. 

Measles  and  Scarlet  fever  - fairly  mild  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Diuhtheria  - 12  cases,  no  deaths. 

During  the  year  8 pi  children  were  immunised,  making 
72^  in  all  between  ages  5 - 15  years,  and  63%  of 
those  from  1 - 5 years. 

Tuber cul osi s 20  Notifications,  8 deaths  « a slight  increase  as 
compared  with  17  and  5 of  the  previous  year. 

The  amended  note  is  by  courtesy  of  the  County 
Consultant  T.  B.  Officer  for  the  area:- 

Treatment  of  tuber  cul  osi  s, 

"The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  treatment  of  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis.  Atherton  is  part  of  a large  area,  of 
which  Dr.  0,  Jessel  is  the  C one ul tant  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
■Cases  for  diagoncsis  are  seen  at  the  dispensary  13,  Church  St., 
Leigh  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  at  10,30  or  at  home  by 
appointment  with  the  medical  attendant,  A complete  scheme  for 
diagnosis  and  residential  treatment  is  in  operation. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  o.-  31st  December,  194-3  was 
77  - 33  pulmonary  and  39  r p ..Luo nary  , 

On  the  14-th  June , 194-3  the  County  Council  inaugurated  the  new 
Ministry  of  Health  Scheme  cf  'treatment  Allowances  for  persons 
who  ceased  work  on  the  advice  of  the  tuberculosis  officer  in 
order  that  they  may  re ce irm  treatment.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
three  patients  were  in  receipt  of  treatment  allowances". 

Scabies  9^3  treatments  were  given  during  the  year, 

Ofe  ne  ral 

During  the  year  Mr.  Maryland  and  Miss  Lowe  carried 
out  their  numerous  routine  duties  with  cheerfulness  and  efficiency. 


ATHERTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1 . 


Causes  of  death  during  the  year 

UJLi 

Registrar  General’s  Return 


CAUSES  ON  DEATH 

MALES 

NEMALES 

Cerebro  Spinal  Never 

- 

Scarlet  Never 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

«* 

- 

Measles 

m 

m 

Whooping  Cough 

a* 

2 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

2 

wm 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

- 

Influenza 

0 

11 

Syphilis 

1 

- 

Cancer 

13 

15 

Diabetes 

- 

3 

Intra.  cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

5 

13 

Heart  Diseases 

17 

19 

Diarrhoea  (Under  2 yrs) 

2 

m 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

4 

Bronchitis 

8 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer,  etc. 

2 

- 

Appendicitis 

1 

- 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

6 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Diseases  i 

■a 

- 

Other  maternal  causes 

- 

mm 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Births 

10 

3 

Suicide 

2 

- 

Other  violence 

7 

7 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

25 

18 

ALL  CAUSES 

132 

115 

■M --I*)*-  ..  ■»■'»»<!'  f I *■■!'■>  *-'P"  '■«’»>  m m ******  —a  '•  > *■*> 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

Total 

20 

6 

Legitimate 

19 

5 

Illegitimate 

l 

l 

Still  Births  Total 

12 

9 

* Legitimate 

12 

9 

Illegit imate 

«• 

— 

Live  Births  Total 

192 

160 

Le  git imate 

187 

153 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

POPULATION  - Middle  of  1943  (Estimate)  = 

19,250 
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